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INFO OCT-OI NEA-IO ISO-00 IGA-02 EB-08 L-03 /055 W 

251707Z 109488/43 

R251202Z APR77 

FM AMEMBASSY MANAMA BAHRAIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 4541 
INFO AMCONSUL DHAHRAN SAUDI ARABIA 
USLO RIYADH SAUDI ARABIA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA SAUDI ARABIA 
USDOC WASHINGTON DC 

UNCLAS MANAMA 908 

DEPT PLEASE PASS AID/SER/CFS 

USDOC FOR CAGNE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS : EAID, TGEN, NASA, BA 

SUBJECT : COUNTRY-EINANCED SERVICES - LANDSAT TEAM IN BAHRAIN 

1. AS SCHEDULED, LANDSAT TEAM OF GOEDEKE, STRICKLAND AND 
DAVIDSON MADE NINETY-MINUTE PRESENTATION TO SMALL TARGET 
AUDIENCE APRIL 25. PRESENT AND ACTIVELY PARTICIPATING IN 
THE BRIEFING SESSION WERE: MINISTER OE DEVELOPMENT AND 
INDUSTRIES (YUSUE AL-SHIRAWI), MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS/ 

TRANPORTATION (IBRAHIM HUMAIDAN), ASST. UNDERSECRETARY FOR 
OIL AND INDUSTRIES (SHAIKH KHALIFA BIN SALMAN AL KHALIFA), 

ASST. UNDERSECRETARY FOR CIVIL AVIATION (SHAIKH ISA BIN 
ABDULLAH AL KHALIFA) AND HIS DEPUTY (P. EAVES). 

2. MINISTER SHIRAWI SUMMARIZED IMMEDIATE GOB INTEREST IN THE 
TECHNOLOGY AS FOLLOWS: HE WAS INTRIGUED BY POSSIBILITY OF 
APPLYING LANDSAT TECHNOLOGY TO ENGINEERING QUESTIONS (WATER 
DEPTH, TIDAL FLOWS, SUBTERRANEAN STRUCTURE OF SOILS, ETC.) 

RELATING TO CONSTRUCTION OE BAHRAIN/SAUDI ARABIA CAUSEWAY. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MANAMA 00908 251519Z 

THIS IS A MATTER OF SOME URGENCY AS THE TENDERS FOR THE MAJOR 
CONSTRUCTION WORK (EARTHFILL CAUSEWAY WITH FOUR BRIDGES) ARE 
EXPECTED TO BE ISSUED IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS. SAUDI NEGOTIATING 
TEAM IS EXPECTED IN BAHRAIN NEXT WEEK FOR FURTHER TECHNICAL 
DISCUSSIONS BASED ON RECOMMENDATIONS OE DANISH CONSULTANTS. 

IN THE LONGER TERM, SHIRAWI EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THE APPLICATION 
OF LANDSAT TECHNOLOGY TO REGIONAL PROBLEMS OE METEOROLOGY 
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(WEATHER PREDICTION, IN PARTICULAR) AND FISHING. 

3. COMMENT: THE TEAM UNDERTOOK TO SUPPLY EMBASSY WITH 
INFORMATION REGARDING DATA IN HAND, PROBABLY DATING TO 1973, 
ON THE BAHRAIN/SAUDI ARABIA AREA WHICH WILL BE LINKED TO THE 
CAUSEWAY. THIS INFORMATION MIGHT BE DEVELOPED BY PRIVATE US 
FIRM TO GET ITSELF INVOLVED IN A CONSULTANCY ROLE BEFORE 
THE FINAL TENDERS ARE PREPARED AS WELL AS PERHAPS SERVING AS 
FOOT IN THE DOOR FOR ONE OF THE SEVERAL US FIRMS INTERESTED 
IN BIDDING ON THE CAUSEWAY TENDER. SHIRAWI AND COLLEAGUES 
IMPRESSED BY TEAM'S MENTION OF LANDSAT DATA WHICH LED TO 
CORRECTION OF MASSIVE ENGINEERING ERROR IN NEW HARBOR BEING 
BUILT IN FAR EAST. THEY WONDERED WHETHER SUCH DATA MIGHT ALSO 
REVEAL ERRORS IN CAUSEWAY PLANNING, PARTICULARY IN PLACEMENT 
OF BRIDGES. 

4. AT ANY RATE, AMBASSADOR IS COMMITTED TO INFORMING SHIRAWI 
ASAP OF THE AVAILABILITY OF THE INFORMATION REGARDING THE AREA 
IN QUESTION. PLEASE ADVISE, IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, BEFORE THE 
ARRIVAL OF THE SAUDI TEAM EARLY NEXT WEEK. 

CLUVERIUS 
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